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teachers and endeavour to find among the professors of
economics, law, etc., such specialists as will give expert
attention to the co-operative movement in their capacities
as teachers and research workers. Especial Chairs for the
co-operatives should not be established, as the subject is
no self-contained branch of learning. A professor asked
to specialise all his life solely in co-operation may easily
lose contact with the wider aspects of economics, and in
time his teaching will cease to be scientific in spirit.
Where the funds permit a professor of economics to be
put in charge of the courses on co-operatives at a uni-
versity, he should be given the opportunity of devoting
himself to other economic subjects as well.
In some cases it will be desirable or inevitable to
engage practical men as university teachers. But they are
apt to be too preoccupied with the interests of their
societies to be able to devote all their energies to scien-
tific work. They should be asked to give extension
courses, occasional lectures and special lecture courses*
But, in the interest of scientific objectivity and thorough-
ness, the training of the student should on the whole be
in charge of professional teachers.
The methods of university teaching are: general
courses giving consideration to the co-operative move-
ment, special courses on the history and economic im-
portance of the co-operative societies, on the law of
co-operatives, etc., seminars, and extension courses for
the students and the public. These institutions cannot be
dispensed with in the teaching of co-operative subjects.
The curriculum decides in what measure they should be
used. From my own experience I advSe that special
courses should not be too long. Two hours a week on the
history and importance of the co-operative movement,
for instance, should be adequate. In addition, there
should be lecture courses on special co-operative forms
and their economic significance; for instance, on the
relations between the housing question and the building
societies, between co-operative societies and personal
credit, etc. If a student wishes to specialise still further,